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Homeless Man's Symphony 
Alicia McGhee 
Remnants of the Taste of Chicago, 
folded plates with dried rib sauce 
and bones of smoked turkey legs, 
lay on curbs 
and polluted the emptying streets 
before the fireworks were to start. 
We searched and found a free 
plot of grass while the orchestra 
began the Star Spangled Banner 
to the lights bursting 
above us and as we concocted 
cynical criticisms of the day's events-the 
congested walk downtown 
poking fun at people in clothes 
way too fitting for their bulging body parts 
coming off the drinking, smoking 
cloud we sailed just hours before, 
when this man in a worn, 
dingy gray jacket 
rolled up to us 
and prepared to play. 
Stretching his arm and swinging 
with vigor, flinching his copper-toned 
grin and grimace, 
proceeded to run his bow flawlessly 
over the sensitive strings of the 
invisible violin. 
After one song, Dan 
laughingly wheeled him away, 
but I caught sight of his face 
beaming with the 
satisfaction he'd gotten from 
performing his last concerto 
before such an attentive audience. 
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